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the mantra ‘buy now, pay later – if at all’. His managing 

committee lost faith in him, and he was forced to resign 

from the clubs. He struggled on with the boys’ home for a 

while, but here too the finances overwhelmed him and the 

creditors stepped in. With a sad little rump of twelve waifs 

still clinging to him, he decided to move to London.

Never without friends or ideas, Lex came up with 

a new plan. He realised, as did others, that his strength 

lay in offering hope and a future to the lame dogs, the 

misfits who failed to flourish in a ‘normal’ environment; 

he could give them what they needed, and they in their 

turn liked and trusted him. Therefore he would set up a 

school – and the pupils would be the boys with whom 

the mainstream public schools could not cope. Funding 

would come from parents and guardians who, by sending 

their troublesome charges to him, would avert both the 

unhappiness and the disgrace of expulsion. ‘Don’t expel 

your hard cases,’ was the message he sent to the great 

public schools; ‘send them to me’. 

The message fell on receptive ears. Lex’s reputation 

as a kindly disciplinarian who had a way with intractable 

boys allowed the public schools to deal with their potential 

failures by employing the convenient half truth that ‘he 

is not getting on as well as he should here, and we feel 

that he would benefit from more individual attention in a 

smaller school’ – though Lex always insisted that he was 

not running a reformatory, and would not accept the real 

reprobates. Edward Lyttelton, headmaster of Eton during 

Clayesmore’s early years, told an old Clayesmorian in the 

1920s that Lex had been ‘a remarkable man [who] made a 

great success of more than one boy I sent to him. I could 

never have kept them at Eton. He had an astonishing way 

with boys…’. One old Etonian who transferred to Clayesmore 

won the Victoria Cross in 1918, and one C G R Sydney-

Turner, who arrived at Clayesmore with a somewhat shady 

reputation, ended up as Colonel the Reverend Sydney-

Turner, DSO, OBE, Légion d’honneur, assistant scout 

commissioner and vicar of Peartree, Southampton. 

Lex’s notes on his early pupils include verdicts such as 

‘impenetrably stupid’, ‘incurably lazy’, weak and easily led’; 

one boy was condemned as ‘the most absolutely selfish 

boy I ever met’. But most were ‘not bad fellows’, and their 

faults were put down to foolish and hysterical mothers who 

spoiled them. There were certainly, however, some rogues 

among this early intake: one of them was remanded for theft 

at Bow Street in 1907, and another was imprisoned for two 

years for embezzlement in South Africa; yet another was 

later to be the villain in a cruel and heartless divorce case. 

A friend had lent Lex a house in north London, but 

as his ideas took root and boys began to arrive at his new 

school, he moved to a larger house in Edmonton, and then 

to Glebelands in Mitcham. Here his vision took a clearer 

shape; Lex was a genuinely progressive educational thinker, 

and along with others of the time, such as the founder 

of Bedales, J H Badley, with whom Lex was on friendly 

terms, he decided that the bedrock of his mission would be 

that he would treat the boys in his care as, before all else, 

individuals. The conformism of public schooling at the 

time was not for his charges, whose perceived faults could 

be explained by their unwillingness or inability to fit in 

with the narrow, limited pattern of education normally on 

offer. ‘Think for yourself, boy’ was to be the watchword he 

would drum into his pupils for the rest of his life.

Glebelands became unsuitable for this new venture 

– not least because Lex was employing his usual cavalier 

attitude towards paying the bills presented by the local 

tradesmen – so once again, with the support of friends, he 

moved on. Enfield in Hertfordshire offered a house called 

A school had to have a heraldic emblem but, in 

a departure from his usual habit of insisting 

on the best, rather than applying to the 

College of Arms Lex made up his 

own: a lion rampant supporting 

(for no apparent reason) the flag 

of Sweden, with a motto in 

doubtful French – Dieu premier, 

donc mes frères. This served as 

the school’s badge on blazers, caps, 

sports gear and stationery for some 

80 years, until an extremely belated 

application to the College of Arms in 

1985 put things right. As John Brooke-

Little, himself an Old Clayesmorian and 

then Norroy and Ulster King of Arms, 

wrote on College of Arms letterheading to David 

Spinney: ‘What Lex did was to assume an 

illegal crest without adopting a coat of 

arms. Arms can exist without a crest, 

but the converse is not true; the crest 

is an accretion to a full achievement 

of arms, as are supporters. He 

therefore displayed a fundamental 

ignorance of heraldry so may 

possibly be exculpated from the sin of 

miserliness, pleading ignorance. I had 

not heard the theory that the lion came 

from the Enfield arms, but it sounds 

plausible. However, I cannot imagine why 

it holds the Swedish national flag nor do I 

know the provenance of the motto.’ 

The Clayesmore CresT

Above left: Alexander (Lex) 

Devine with the Old Boys 

football team, 1903.

The first Clayesmore, Enfield 

(1896–1902).

Tommy Cannon and ‘The moke’

Tommy Cannon was one of the more unfortunate among Lex’s waifs in that he had a 

badly cleft palate which made his speech almost incomprehensible. He had been left 

behind in Manchester when Lex moved to London, but had been given the promise 

that he would be sent for as soon as possible. Once the new school had begun to take 

shape, Lex fulfilled this promise and sent Tommy the money for his rail fare, instructing 

him also to bring ‘the moke’. This was a wooden instrument of corporal punishment 

copied from one used on juvenile offenders at the magistrate’s court. No pictures of 

it survive, let alone the real thing, so how it worked and what it looked like remain a 

mystery.

Unused to train travel, it seems that Tommy carried this strange instrument into 

the compartment with him rather than entrust it to the guard, to the great annoyance of 

his fellow passengers who complained vociferously all the way to London. Nor could he 

make them understand his replies. He must have been relieved to be met at the station by 

Lex, and to be able to hand over his unwieldy charge.

Tommy Cannon was to stay at Clayesmore for almost the whole of his life, 

making himself useful as a general handyman and outliving Lex himself. David 

Spinney remembers him as ‘a wispy little man with a ragged moustache, and quite 

incomprehensible to talk to’ who when the school moved to Iwerne Minster had 

the room next to the stable arch, from which all were excluded. He had returned to 

Manchester for a short time in 1923, setting himself up as a chimneysweep, but the 

venture failed and he returned to Clayesmore. In 1942 when he knew he was dying he 

took himself back to Manchester, arriving with only a small suitcase and a photo of Lex, 

and there he is buried, his gravestone asserting that for 46 years he was ‘a servant of 

Clayesmore School and the friend of successive generations of Clayesmore boys’. 
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school sites, the one at Iwerne Minster an ambitious enterprise that remained in use until ??? The splendid sporting country around Iwerne allowed the boys to follow the hounds, go beagling and even keep their own horses at school. In 1937 the school had its own stable of six horses, which cost 4s an hour to ride, and boys who brought their own paid a pound a term plus the cost of feed. Riding at Clayesmore came to an end after the Second World War when the cost of corn made keeping horses at school prohibitive.
Cross-country was eagerly promoted by Carl Verrinder, with every boy and many of the younger masters regularly turning out. Rugby and cricket continued to be played enthusiastically and successfully in the 1930s, with Evelyn King and Carl Verrinder reinforcing the First XV for features against local clubs – though both were remembered with some bitterness for their reluctance to pass the ball out to their wings. Staff and boys took each other on in rugby sevens, and in 1937 the school’s First XV was unbeaten all season – though it is sad to record that four of that team did not survive the war. The Iwerne estate offered ideal facilities for rugby, cricket and swimming, as well as athletics, and could also be adapted for girls’ sports when the school went 

coeducational; the arrival of the prep school in the 1970s of course required further changes to accommodate sports needs there too. At all levels, sports facilities today are magnificent, with the prep school using the pitches between their own buildings and those of the senior school, and the grounds further out offering ample accommodation for rugby, hockey, cricket, netball, tennis, swimming and athletics.against formidable teams. There were some barren years – once when mumps ruined half the season – but there were glories too, and Clayesmore produced some notable sportsmen who went on to excel as adults.At Northwood Park Desmond Coke’s generosity allowed the laying out of lawn tennis courts, and both at Pangbourne and at Northwood Park the school had a nine-hole golf course where, in 1923, Lex and a staff team were soundly beaten by the boys. And of course Manual produced swimming pools at all three twentieth-century 

manual Training as an elemenT in a liberal eduCaTion:
one of series of TraCTs wriTTen by lex aT PangbourneOur English schools have for long done full justice to the cultivation of athletic sports… 

Wherever two or three Englishmen are gathered together, there you will find the 
insignia of their race – goal posts and cricket stumps. Your public school boy, whatever 
he does not know, at least may boast of perfect familiarity with 22 yards of cricket 
pitch. With the exception of that modest strip of ground, he may not know as much 
of the earth he walks on as a fly does of its window pane... What then is the remedy 
for excessive athleticism? If we want to make our boys men, as well as scholars and 
gentlemen, we must put them in touch with the simplest conditions of life. Not the 
least important element in a liberal education is a practical acquaintance with manual 
work… It is your street-bred manikin who has never handled axe or spade that does 
no credit to his country. The man who cannot dig is very often the one who is not 
ashamed to beg… Of course, manual training at school has well-defined limits. The 
idea is not so much to turn out skilled craftsmen, as to give boys some insight into 
practical craftsmanship. The work done is not an object in itself; the value lies in the 
doing of it… Far be it from us to belittle the value of games. The boy who has ‘no play’ 
in him, besides being a ‘dull boy’ is in nine cases out of ten a wicked one; but surely 
Jack need not devote all his spare time to chasing balls of leather and india-rubber over 
level playing fields. The toil that has some useful end in view is not less noble. The lily-
handed youngster who thinks it beneath him to handle a pickaxe is qualifying for the 
ranks of the brainless ‘gilded youth’.

Hambledon Harriers
While I was at Clayesmore, during the war years, I developed a considerable interest in cross-country running. During winter months we used to sometimes turn out, as a house, for a pre-breakfast run, usually to Fontmell Magna and back – a distance of about three miles. There was an acknowledged school cross-country course which involved running across fields on the school 

estate and up a rather narrow track towards a major feature of the area, Hambledon Hill – a long hill with rows 
of ditches dating from the Iron Age and Roman periods. The course took one up to the top of the hill and along the 

ditches and finally down through Shroton village and back 
to school. It was about six and a half miles in length, but for some reason – probably because it was considered too tough – competition had been abandoned. Dudley Clark and I, with others, decided to form a club and organise cross-country matches against other schools. We started training, using the Hambledon course.

It was a fellow prefect, R A Kirkby, who suggested that 
we call ourselves the Hambledon Harriers, and the name stuck. We had several matches against other schools, the most memorable of which was a three-way (six runners on each team) encounter between Kelly College, Clifton College and ourselves. The venue was at Tavistock, where 

Kelly was based, and the rigours of train travel in wartime meant that we had to change trains twice and arrived only shortly before the race was due to start. It was a very tough course over a small part of Dartmoor, involving rugged stone walls with long drops and plenty of mud. The organisation and stewarding by Kelly were excellent; they used their cadet corps and short-wave radio to keep the spectators near the school well informed of progress. Clifton – at that time evacuated to Bude in Cornwall – had a formidable cross-country reputation and two of their runners were first and second home. We achieved third and fifth, but actually won the match because the rest of our runners were well packed together.

We were a weary but triumphant team that eventually arrived back at Semley railway station, near Shaftesbury, to be met by the headmaster, Evelyn King. I remember so well how thrilled he was that we had won. Somehow we all managed to cram into his small car, and we all hoped that it would manage to climb that long hill to Shaftesbury. King gave the whole school a day’s holiday to celebrate, and we were all awarded our cross-country colours. It was a heady period.One year most of our Hambledon Harriers team entered the national juniors southern counties’ cross-country match, held on Wimbledon Common. Several hundred runners took part and there were some very strong competitors. Dudley Clark achieved a magnificent third place and I was very pleased to come in 37th.

Alec McCallum (1939–44)

Below: Clayesmore rugby team, 1913.

Above: The athletics team, 1938–9.

Below right: Sport continues to play a big part in the School today.
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For many parents considering Clayesmore for their children, 

the USP – unique selling point – is that they can live and 

be educated on the same site from the age of two-and-a-

half up to the sixth form. The school offers ‘childhood and 

education’ combined, and as a result the intake is unusual 

both in range of ability and range of social background.

The children of armed forces families are well 

represented, partly because of geography but mainly 

because the school has a reputation for understanding 

the difference military service makes to the lives of its 

personnel and catering for the specific needs of their 

children. In addition, Clayesmore at all ages is a local 

school, catering for the community; many local children 

attend as day pupils. It is also multicultural and multi-

religious at all levels; assemblies celebrating the major 

Islamic and Jewish, as well as Christian, festivals are the 

norm. The atmosphere is friendly and warm, and the good 

relationship between staff and pupils is palpable. As one 

inspector commented in recent years, all the young people 

he met showed ‘natural good manners’.

The message that greets any newcomer to the school 

is that it is a happy place. Vera Peevor, who is part of 

the learning support team, says that it is the best school 

she has ever worked in, and that staff are valued and 

supported. And Thomasin Bailey, head girl, daughter of 

Mary Bailey, second deputy head, and sister to two other 

OCs, recalls that although she and her siblings were all 

very different from each other, with differing strengths and 

interests, all fitted in at Clayesmore perfectly. The trusting 

and supportive atmosphere, as she recalls, enabled her to 

write a play about a family trauma [her mother’s breast 

cancer – can we say this???] which the drama department 

staged; few schools in her view would allow something 

so private and potentially painful to be shown in such 

a caring and sympathetic way. Her connection with the 

school continues: after her degree at Warwick she returned 

to teach English as cover for a teacher away on maternity 

leave, prior to starting an MA. She, like many other former 

pupils, always feels welcome there and wants to remain 

part of the school community.

Living at Clayesmore

Mary Bailey, Thomasin’s mother, started her Clayesmore 

career as an English teacher and is now second deputy head 

in charge of pastoral care. There are five houses in the senior 

school: Wolverton and King’s for girls and Gate, Manor and 

Devine for boys, the latter the old rectory in the village. Day 

pupils, who make up roughly 40 percent of the numbers, are 

also allocated to houses so that they have a base to retreat to 

during the school day and a focus for loyalty and friendship.

Each house has a resident housemaster or 

housemistress, whose partners are paid a small salary to 

cover their input. There is a resident tutor who is one of the 

teachers, and other staff also regularly visit and take part 

in house activities. Day pupils have personal tutors also, 

and every member of staff has some sort of tutorial role, 

covering academic matters and pastoral care. Pupils meet 

their tutors almost every day, and are always able to take 

problems and issues to them. Typical is Julie Ann Murphy, 

librarian and housemistress of King’s, who lives in a house 

attached to the girls’ house with her husband and two 

sons – one an OC, the other recently moved up from the 

prep to the senior school. She is on duty from the morning 

register – or ‘line’ – to locking up and ensuring the house 

is secure after everyone is in bed in the evening. Weekends 

are the same, apart from the four per term which she has 

off. The girls arrive back at the house after classes finish 

at 5.15, and then change their clothes and go to supper at 

6 in the main dining hall. There is ‘line’ again at 6.30 after 

which house matters are discussed and the girls do their 

prep. Resident tutors and visiting tutors are available in the 

evenings to advise and help, and in most cases the girls are 

free at 8.30 for their own activities.

The houses also have non-residential matrons who 

look after travel arrangements, laundry and general 

housekeeping, and also tend to be motherly figures who 

offer pastoral care. There are kitchens in the houses for 

light snacks and drinks, but main meals – for both prep 

and senior school pupils, including those housed at Devine 

in the village – are taken in the main dining hall.

Neil D’Aller [check name???] took over as catering 

manager in 2011 from Andrew Croft; both have been 

involved for years with Clayesmore. The food they offer 

– around 1000 lunches every day, up from 450 when they 

started – is varied, well cooked and caters for all tastes 

and dietary needs. Choices of hot meals and salads are 

prepared fresh every day by the 30 cooks and servers, and 

the meals are designed to suit everyone from a small child 

to busy members of staff and maintenance workers who 

have been hard at work since early in the morning. The day 

starts early with breakfast for the boarders and ends late 
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